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Alig n in g  w it h  t h e  SDGs



See need for a new 
set of universal 
goals to address 
social, economic, 
and 
environmental 
challenges

17 goals and 169 
targets, were 
adopted by the UN 
General Assembly 

2013 - established 
Open Working 
Group -
30 representatives 
from UN member 
states with input 
from other 
stakeholders

In t ro d u c t io n  t o  t h e  SDGs
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a set of 17 global 
goals adopted by a ll Un it e d  Na t io n s  Me m b e r St a t e s  in 2015 as part 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

2012 RIO+20  
Co n fe re n ce

SDGs  
Ad o p t e d2013 OW G 2015

The Millennium 
Summit of the 
United Nations 
established eight 
in t e rn a t io n a l 
d e ve lo p m e n t  goals.

2000 MDGs 
Ad o p t e d



Pu rp o se  o f t h e  SDGs
The SDGs are meant to be achieved b y c o u n t r ie s , along with various 
stakeholders, working together to implement strategies and actions 
to reach these goals 
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Un lik e  p re vio u s  g o a ls  that 
focused on developing 
countries, the SDGs  a p p ly t o  
a ll c o u n t r ie s  to work toward 
common goals and address a 
broader range of issues.

17 goals and 169 targets, 
were adopted by the UN 
General Assembly. 
Progress has been 
spotty.  

In t e rco n n e c t e d  
Is su e s

The goals recognize that 
these issues are 
interrelated and must be 
tackled together to achieve 
sustainable development.





SDG 1

End poverty in all its forms 
e ve ryw h e re .

Job  Cre a t ion
Provide decent employment opportunities 
including fair wages, employee benefits, and 
safe working conditions. 

Et h ica l Sou rc in g

Source products and materials from producers 
and suppliers who pay fair wages and operate 
ethically.



SDG 3

Ensure healthy lives and 
p ro m o t e  w e ll-b e in g  fo r a ll 
a t  a ll a g e s. 

Ensure the safety and quality of your products, 
especially if they are related to healthcare or 
well-being.

Sa fe  Work En viron m e n t
Ensure workplace safety and adhere to health 
regulations to protect the well-being of your 
employees.

Prod u c t  Sa fe t y



SDG 4

Ensure inclusive and 
e q u it a b le  q u a lit y e d u ca t io n  
a n d  p ro m o t e  life lo n g  
le a rn in g  o p p o rt u n it ie s fo r 
a ll. 

Partner with educational institutions or NGOs 
to support educational programs in your 
community.

Em p loye e  Tra in in g
Invest in training and development programs 
for your employees to enhance their skills and 
knowledge.

Su p p ort  Ed u ca t ion  In it ia t ive s



SDG 5

Achieve gender equality 
a n d  e m p o w e r a ll w o m e n  
a n d  g irls. 

Implement family-friendly policies such as 
flexible working hours, maternity and paternity 
leave, and childcare support.

Eq u a l Pa y
Ensure equal pay for equal work and promote 
gender diversity in your workforce.

Fa m ily-Frie n d ly Po lic ie s



SDG 6

Ensure availability and 
su st a in a b le  m a n a g e m e n t  
o f w a t e r a n d  sa n it a t io n  fo r 
a ll. 

Wa t e r Effic ie n cy
Implement water-saving measures in your 
operations and reduce water consumption.

Wa st e  Wa t e r Ma n a g e m e n t

Properly manage wastewater and ensure 
compliance with water quality standards



SDG 7

Ensure access to affordable, 
re lia b le , su st a in a b le , a n d  
m o d e rn  e n e rg y fo r a ll. 

En e rg y Effic ie n cy
Invest in energy-efficient technologies and 
renewable energy sources to reduce your 
carbon footprint.

En e rg y Con se rva t ion

Promote energy conservation practices among 
employees and suppliers.



SDG 8

Promote sustained, 
in c lu sive , a n d  su st a in a b le  
e co n o m ic  g ro w t h , fu ll a n d  
p ro d u c t ive  e m p lo ym e n t , 
a n d  d e ce n t  w o rk fo r a ll. 

Su st a in a b le  Su p p ly Ch a in s
Ensure fair labor practices throughout your 
supply chain and support responsible sourcing.

Job  Cre a t ion

Create job opportunities, especially in 
underserved or marginalized communities.



SDG 11

Make cities and human 
se t t le m e n t s in c lu sive , sa fe , 
re silie n t , a n d  su st a in a b le .

Understand needs and concerns, and involve 
them in decision-making processes regarding 
your business's presence in their area.

Urb a n  P la n n in g  a n d  De sig n
Urban planning and design for more livable 
cities; green infrastructure, affordable housing, 
and efficient public transportation.

Com m u n it y En g a g e m e n t



SDG 12

Ensure sustainable 
co n su m p t io n  a n d  
p ro d u c t io n  p a t t e rn s. 

Ensure the safety and quality of your products, 
especially if they are related to healthcare or 
well-being.

Sa fe  Work En viron m e n t
Ensure workplace safety and adhere to health 
regulations to protect the well-being of your 
employees.

Prod u c t  Sa fe t y



SDG 13

Take urgent action to 
co m b a t  c lim a t e  ch a n g e  
a n d  it s im p a c t s. 

Ca rb on  Re d u c t ion
Set ambitious carbon reduction goals, measure 
your carbon footprint, and implement 
measures to reduce emissions. 

Clim a t e  Risk Asse ssm e n t

Assess and mitigate climate-related risks to 
your business operations and supply chain.



SDG 15

Protect, restore, and 
p ro m o t e  su st a in a b le  u se  
t e rre st ria l e co syst e m s a n d  
b io d ive rsit y.

Buy reclaimed or salvaged wood products. If 
products made from virgin wood, look for a 
sustainable wood certification label.

Biod ive rsit y Con se rva t ion
Promote sustainable land use, protect natural 
habitats, avoid deforestation/land degradation 
in your operations and supply chain.

Su st a in a b le  Fo re st  P rod u c t s



SDG 16

Promote peaceful/inclusive 
so c ie t ie s, p ro vid e  a cce ss t o  
ju st ice  fo r a ll, a n d  b u ild  
e ffe c t ive , a cco u n t a b le , a n d  
in c lu sive  in st it u t io n s.

Engage with governments, civil society 
organizations, and other businesses to 
promote peace, justice, and strong institutions 

Et h ica l Bu sin e ss Pra c t ice s
Uphold the rule of law and ethical business 
practices, including anti-corruption measures,  
respect for human rights, diversity & inclusion 

Colla b o ra t ion



SDG 17

Strengthen the means of 
im p le m e n t a t io n  a n d  
re vit a lize  t h e  g lo b a l 
p a rt n e rsh ip  fo r su st a in a b le  
d e ve lo p m e n t .

Invest in building the capacity of your 
employees and partners to understand and 
contribute to sustainable development goals.

Re p ort in g  a n d  Tra n sp a re n cy
Report on your sustainability efforts 
transparently and align them with 
international standards.

Ca p a c it y Bu ild in g



Me t ric s • Start with amount 
• Convert to other type
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Co m m u n it y Ga rd e n
Biodiversity

Waste Reduce

SDG 15: Life  o n  La n d : reduce the degradation of natural 
habitats and halt the loss of biodiversity.

SDG 13: Clim a t e  Ac t io n : preserving biodiversity helps 
mitigating climate change.

SDG 11: Su s t a in a b le  Cit ie s  a n d  Co m m u n it ie s : waste 
management for urban areas. 

SDG 13: Clim a t e  Ac t io n : reducing organic waste through 
composting can help mitigate climate change.

# of animal & insect species
# of soil nutrients

# of CO2e sequestered
 in  plants and soil

# volume/weight of organic 
matter out of trash 

# CO2e eliminated by not 
going to the landfill















Co n c lu s io n

Ma n y b u s in e s s  a c t ivit ie s  ca n  b e  a lig n e d

Mo s t  is su e s  fa ll u n d e r s e ve ra l SDGs
but have one primary “home

No t  a  re p o rt in g  t o o l b u t  “a lig n m e n t

De ve lo p e d  b y n a t io n s  fo r n a t io n s



Questions?

julia.craighill@greenbusinessbureau.com
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